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A TOUGH GIVER
“Speak the truth in love...” Ephesians 4:15 KIV

It’s really a great feeling to give and there are so many ways to do it. Giving isn’t always about money as
there are so many things we’ve been given by God to give to others. One particular thing we can give is
the truth.

It's noted, people often have difficulty giving money to help someone. Another difficulty people have is
being willing to give 'the truth' to people in need of help. It is so critical when someone comes to you
for help in a situation that you be a tough giver by telling the person the truth. Giving help is not
productive when the advice or information given is not honest or accurate. If someone looks to you for
help and you really don’t know what to say the best answer is, “I don’t know.” Those words wrapped in
love can be the best answer given rather than saying something that is not wise or accurate. You are a
tough giver for sure when the advice given is at your disposal and there is the possibility the person will
become agitated over the response.

Real love, when helping others, must be packaged in truth. While growing up, my parents would tell me
things | didn’t want to hear. Their love made them a tough giver of truth in order to help me develop
into a person of integrity. When we have to dispense unpleasant truth to others in need of our help, |
call that being a ‘tough giver’ because it takes fortitude and strength from God to risk receiving
someone’s anger toward you for speaking the truth in love.
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