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Time ago, someone asked me the question, “Why do you ask others their opinion before you make a
decision?” At the time the question irritated me. | think it struck a nerve because it indicated a lack of
confidence within me that perhaps | did not want to face. | felt it was good to poll others first to see if | may
have missed something. | would refer to Proverbs 11:14, “Where no wise guidance is, the people faileth; but
in the multitude of counselors there is safety.” Truthfully, | was not always speaking to those who were
experts on the matter in question, so | was not properly applying this scripture. | would ask family and
friends for their opinion about certain things before doing it.

Asking other’s their opinion is just that, an opinion. The definition
of the word ‘opinion’ is a personal belief or judgment that is not
founded on proof or certainty. It is important to understand that
opinions are not always facts, whereas facts can be one’s opinion.
When we put too much confidence in opinions we are subject to
make false conclusions and even experience negative results. The
word ‘fact’ is defined as a statement of assertion of verified
information about something that is the case or has happened.
Facts outweigh opinion all the time.

Some opinions are based on biased views where facts are not biased. In the court room facts are accepted
not opinions when weighing a case. Furthermore, the court requires experts to give their views on matters
as they are deemed as knowing more about the matter than the average person. Often, we get opinions from
others who have little or no experience on the matter. So, when we need to make clear decisions about
things, it is okay to get opinions but be sure to gather the facts before drawing a conclusion. Our most
reliable expert is God who knows all the facts about everything. Remember God knows the end from the
beginning. Decisions based on hearing from God are not based on opinion.

“If you fuel your journey on the opinion of others you are going to run out of gas.” - Steve Maraboli. The fact
is other’s views are just an opinion. We don’t want to end up stranded because we took off fueled by
opinions. We must fuel our mind with facts before we decide. God can direct us to the resources (person,
place or thing) needed to gather the facts to make sure our decisions will bring forth a winning finish!

Residing in Los Angeles, CA, Dr. Vanessa Dantzler Ussery is the Emeritus Pastor of Home Assembly Church in Los Angeles, is the
founder of "Celebrate Change Ministries" and the author of "My Be Attitude: Who Be You?", which is available online in
softcover or eBook at MyBeAttitude.org, Xulon Press, Amazon and Barnes & Noble. Dr. Ussery is available for national speaking
engagements, empowerment seminars, and lectures. For more information, CelebrateChange.org| Info@CelebrateChange.org |
310-436-6336 x216.

LIKE us at Facebook.com/CelebrateChangeMinistries | FOLLOW us at Twitter.com/VanessaUssery



