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“But he said unto them, | must preach the good tidings of the kingdom of God to the other cities also,
for therefore was | sent." Luke 4:43, ASV

A dear family member sent this to me and | feel it is worth being shared with you. | personally can
relate to what it conveys and perhaps someone else may be encouraged to respond to God’s call to
move on and beyond:

Temptations didn’t stop challenging Jesus after his 40-day ordeal in the desert. After being rejected
in Nazareth, he (Jesus) became hugely popular in Capernaum. The people asked him to stay,
because they wanted more of what he could give. Should he give it to them? That would certainly
seem like the caring thing to do. Plus, his ministry could thrive there, since he was well-liked. It was
easy, comfortable, and he was familiar with the community. It offered the opportunity to
accomplish more. The location was ideal, because Capernaum was a popular trading port and many
people passed through on their way to many varied places, and they could spread the word widely.

The Holy Spirit nudged him during his prayer time: Don’t stay. It’s time to move on. How easy it is to
stay where we’re accepted, where we feel needed and wanted, where we’re liked. It feels so right
that we don’t even ask if it’s God’s will that we remain in the same place and ministry. If He nudges
us to make a change, we disbelieve it because it doesn’t make sense. And so we hold ourselves back
from moving on. We stay in our current jobs, even when God has something better in mind. We
stay in the same small Christian community, even when God wants us to grow into leadership and
start a new group so that more people can get involved. We stay where it’s easy and familiar and
comfortable, even when God tries to stretch us into new growth and higher levels of trust. We stay
where our egos get stroked, even when the humble walk of holiness means turning away from those
who know us and appreciate us, so that we can meet and minister to new people.

If you’ve been comfortable with anything for very long—especially in ministry—very likely God’s
inviting you to move on and beyond. Will you say yes to following Jesus wherever he leads? Even
when it doesn’t make sense or feel easy?
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